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SEN Information Report 2025 — 2026

SENDCo:

Ms Fearon, SENDCO SEN Governor:

and Principal
Ms Rachel Sauders
Mrs Bethell Assistant

SENDCO, Year 3 teacher

Contact: 01332 949 472

- Ms Fearon
Email: info@cloverleysspencer.org.uk

Local Offer Contribution:

SEND — Clover Leys Spencer Academy

SEN Policy:

Clover-Leys-Trust-SEND-Policy-September-
2025.pdf

- Mrs Bethell

Number of children receiving SEN support:

3.60% of Clover Leys pupils have an EHCP

5.3% national - Rachel Saunders
20.86% of Clover Leys pupils are SEN support

14.2% national

Whole School Approach

Clover Leys’ SEN approach is supported by the central team at Spencer Academy Trust. The school
collaborates with other Spencer Academy schools in Derby City, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire.
High quality teaching and additional interventions are devised by dialogue with the trust and the
teachers within the school. We review our provision by assessing pupils needs and the progress they
make. Discussions with teachers, teaching assistants, pupils, parents and other stakeholders ensure
that high quality teaching is differentiated and personalised to suit the needs of our SEN pupils. Each
pupil has a support plan to show the carefully planned adaptions and support needed to ensure that
the curriculum is accessible and purposeful.

We track and evaluation progress using the support plans so that the regularity and approach can be
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changed as appropriate on a termly or more frequent basis.

Assess, Plan, Do, Review

Assess: Through termly teacher assessment, all pupils including those with SEND have their
attainment and progress carefully tracked through our whole school assessment recording tool. The
class teachers, SENDCo and leadership team will then identify vulnerable or lower attaining pupils who
are being highlighted as those showing weak or no progress.

Plan: The SENDCo and class teacher will work together to plan some targeted provision for these less
able and/or SEND pupils. If the pupil is identified as SEN, then a support plan is put into place, with
targets which are reviewed termly. If a child is added onto the SEND register then parents are informed
of the additional support given to these pupils and will be given a copy of their support plan. Termly
parent meetings are organised with the class teacher and parent to ensure support and communication
are timely.

Do: Quality first teaching is a priority in the classroom in order to meet the needs of pupils with SEND.
At Wave 2 and 3, specific interventions are delivered and evaluated by the learning support assistant
under the direction of the class teacher. Appropriate resources and provision will be put in place to
support the pupil access the learning.

Waves of Intervention Model

Wave 3

Additional highly
personalised
interventions

Additional interventions
to enable children to work at
age-related expectations or above

Inclusive quality first teaching for all

Review: On a termly basis a review of a support plan will be held. The next steps to support the child
will then be agreed or if no further action is needed the child will be removed from the SEND register.
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Provision to Support SEND

Communication and interaction:

Pupils with communication and interaction difficulties may have speech and language difficulties.
These children and young people need help to develop their linguistic competence in order to support
their thinking, as well as their communication skills. An external speech and language therapist visits
the school to assess pupils and advise on specialist interventions to support individual needs.
Support for pupils with speech and language difficulties takes place in 1:1 sessions with an adult,
small group work or within the classroom on an ongoing basis through the modelling of language and
the formative assessment of needs within groups.

Initially Clover Leys will plan additional support for the identified pupil using a particular intervention,
such as Nessy, Read Write Inc, CPG, Nurture [DCC] and small group work. This support will be
delivered through a mixture of 1:1 and small group organisations both within and outside of the
classroom setting.

Communication and interaction difficulties that link with other areas of Special Educational Need are
addressed and supported on an individual basis taking into account the needs of the pupil. This may
involve the delivery of Social Communication skills, development of Emotional literacy and explicit
teaching of language to use within a variety of contexts.

Cognition and learning:

Cognition refers to the thinking skills and thought processes that a child/young person has acquired
through their prior experience. Learning needs are on a continuum and can vary across subjects and
situations. Children with learning needs may learn at a slower pace than their peers despite
appropriate adaptions. Learning difficulties can be general or specific and related to one or more
areas of the curriculum. Difficulties may be short-term in one or more areas or severe and long term.

Initially, when pupils are making slow progress, Clover Leys’ teachers will adapt learning activities for
pupils. This maybe at a Wave 2 provision where a teaching assistant or teacher may work with pupils
on a 1:1 basis or in small groups. During these group sessions pupils might be introduced to pre-
teaching, where learning objectives and activities are taught before the lesson giving struggling pupils a
chance to be ahead of the learning. Interventions such as Toe-by Toe, Power of 2, Power Maths,
Nessy, Read Write Inc. are used to help pupils. If progress is not evident then the SENDCO will look at
funding possibilities in order for funding for the individual pupil. To be considered for funding an EHCP
pupils are expected to be working a least 2 years below their age-related expectation.

Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs are a type of special educational needs in which
children/young people have severe difficulties in managing their emotions and behaviour. They may
often show inappropriate responses and feelings to situations.
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Specific SEMH needs are identified using profiles such as the Boxall profile or the SDQ (Strength and
Difficulties Questionnaire) and specific, relevant support put into place following analysis of these
diagnostic tools.

Sensory and/or Physical Needs

Many children with a Visual Impairment (VI), Hearing Impairment (HI), or a Multi-Sensory Impairment
(MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning. Children identified with
a Physical Disability (PD) often require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all of the
opportunities available to their peers.

Clover Leys is fortunate to be a new build with many additional spaces allocated to pupils with sensory
needs. Children’s sensory needs may be met by adaptions around the classroom such as ‘movement
breaks’ or regulatory quiet time.

Our sensory room offers pupils space and time out to work with adults who support them. Any pupils
with higher levels of sensory needs can be supported through agencies such as Occupational Therapy.

Assessment and Identification of Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

We identify pupils with SEN by continuous assessment in their daily provision. We talk to parents and
pupils, using parent and pupil voice, to identify any needs. The class teacher has termly meetings
with the SENDCO to discuss needs or significant gaps in ARE or progress. The pupil’s progress is
tracked and if necessary, the child is logged on the schools Provision Mapping document. If progress
is not made then the child will be added to the SEND register. Wave 2 or 3 support is then allocated
to the SEN child.

In some cases, the pupil may need additional involvement with outside agencies [CAMHS, SALT,
Early Help, Behaviour Support, Autism Outreach]. At this point the pupil will have a support plan.
Recommendations from the outside agency will be implemented and impact measure over at least 2
terms. In this time if the pupil continues to make very little progress or their needs increase, then the
SENDCo will begin to consider whether they would meet criteria for an Education Health Care Plan.

Supporting the Wellbeing of Children and Partnership with Parents / Carers

Event Who? Frequency
Pupil and parent Voice Pupil and parents Annually [Summer Term]
Support Plan Review Pupil, parents, class teacher, Termly

teaching assistants and
SENDCo - if appropriate outer
agency members and transition
staff.

Parent Consultations parents and SENDCo Termly

1. Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child's difficulties with learning/

Special Educational Needs or disability (SEND)? How can | contact the SENDCQO?
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SENDCO Team
The SENDCO- Ms Fearon
Assistant SENDCO — Mrs Bethell

Responsible for:

» Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) and
developing the school's SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality response
to meeting their needs in school.

* Ensuring that you are:

- involved in supporting your child's learning

- kept informed about the support your child is getting
- involved in reviewing how your child is doing

« Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child's
learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology etc...

» Updating the school's SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this
school are known) and making sure that there are excellent records of your child's progress and
needs.

* Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can help children
with SEND in the school achieve the best progress possible.

» The day to day management of all aspects of the school; this includes the support for children with
SEND.

» She will give responsibility to the class teachers but is still responsible for ensuring that your child's
needs are met.

» She will make sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school
relating to SEND.

The SENDCo can be contacted via email: info@cloverleyspencer.org.uk or by phoning the school:
01332 949471

Your child’s class teacher Responsible for:

» Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help
your child may need (this could be things like targeted work, additional support) and letting the
SENDCo know as necessary.

« Writing Individual support plans , reviewing these once each term and sharing with parents
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* Ensuring that all staff working with your child in school are helped to deliver the planned
work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible progress. This may involve the
use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources.

 Ensuring that the school's SEND Policy is followed in the classroom and for all the pupils they teach
with any SEND.

SEND Governor Responsible for:

Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has SEND.

How will | be consulted and involved in my child’s education? How will the school let me know if it has
any concerns about my child's learning in school?

If your child is then identified as not making progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this
with you in more detail and to:

* listen to any concerns you may have too
* plan any additional support your child may receive

« discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child's learning

2. How will my child be consulted and his/her views be considered? How will my child be
involved in decisions about their education?

The class teacher has regular conversations with your child about the progress he/she is making and
the steps they need to take to improve.

Children with support plans are asked for their views on a termly basis. They are invited to attend an
inclusion review meeting and given the opportunity to talk about what is going well, what they would
like to improve and what they think would help them.

Our TA'’s regularly deliver small group and one-to-one interventions to support children to develop
their communication skills so they can develop their ability to share their thoughts and express
opinions.

3. What are the arrangements for assessing and reviewing my child’s progress? Will | be
involved and consulted?

Children at SEN Support will have a support plan which will be reviewed and communicated to you,
every term and the plan for the next term made.

You will be invited to meet with the class teacher and asked to share your views about outcomes and
provision for your child.

The progress of children with an EHCP is formally reviewed at an Annual Review where all adults
involved with the child's education will be invited to attend.
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4. What are the different approaches to teaching children with SEND? How will the teaching
be adapted for my child with SEND?

Class teacher input via excellent targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching.
For your child this would mean:
- That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in the class.

- That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand.

- That different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class.
- This may involve things like using more practical learning.

- That specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCo or outside staff) are in place to
support your child to learn.

- That your child's teacher will have carefully checked on your child's progress and will have decided
that your child has gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help them
make the best possible progress.

- All children in school should be getting this as a part of excellent classroom practice when needed.

Specific group work with in a smaller group of children

This group, often called an intervention group by schools, may be run in the classroom or outside. It
may be run by a teacher or most often a teaching assistant who has had training to run these groups.

This means your child has been identified by the class teacher as needing some extra support in
school.

For your child this would mean:
- He / She will engage in group sessions with specific targets to help him/her to make more progress.

- A teaching assistant/teacher will run these small group sessions using the teacher's plan or advice
from an outside professional (such as a Speech and Language Therapist) This type of support is
available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area of learning.

Specialist groups run by outside agencies e.g. Speech and Language therapy OR Occupational
therapy groups Stage of SEN Code of Practice: SEN Support. This means they have been identified
by the class teacher/SENDCo as needing some extra specialist support in school from a professional
outside the school.

- You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist
professional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the
school and yourself understand your child's particular needs better and be able to support them
better in school.

The specialist professional will work with your child to understand his/her needs and make
recommendations, which may include:
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- Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or changing
some aspects of teaching to support them better

- Support to set better targets which will include their specific expertise

- A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. speech and
language

- A group or individual work with an outside professional

The school may suggest that your child needs some individual support in school. School will tell you
how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place. This type of support is available
for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching
and intervention groups.

Specified Individual support

From September 2014 this is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).This
means your child will have been identified by the class teacher/SENDCo as needing a particularly
high level of individual or small group teaching.

Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school.
This may be from:

- Local Authority central services such as the Specialist Teaching and Educational Teaching Service
(STePS), Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Visual Impairment (VI), Hearing Impairment (HI) or
Physical Impairment (PI) Team

- Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT) Service.
For your child this would mean:

- The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority (LA) carry out a statutory assessment of
your child's needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that will be provided
for your child.

- After the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a lot of information about your
child, including some from you), the LA will decide whether they think your child's needs (as
described in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this
is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining
your child's needs. If the LA do not think your child needs this, it will ask the school to continue with
the support at SEN Support.

- After the reports have all been sent in the Local Authority will decide if your child's needs are
severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case they will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case,
they will ask the school to continue with the support at SEN Support and also set up a meeting in
school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.

- The EHC Plan will outline the type of individual/small group support your child will receive from the
school and other services such as health and how the support should be used and what strategies
must be put in place. It will also have long and short term goals for your child.
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- An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run individual
programmes or run small groups which include your child.

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are:

- Severe, complex and lifelong

5. What adaptations are made to the curriculum and learning environment for children with
SEND?

Our curriculum is broad, balanced and relevant to a changing society. Our pupils are actively
engaged in their learning. We aim to ensure all pupils, including those with special educational needs
and disabilities, have full curriculum entitlement and access. The school’s Curriculum Policy stresses
the importance of planning for assessment and differentiation at both the medium and short-term
stages. We aim to provide work that is matched and therefore accessible to the broad range of pupils
we teach. The in class support provided by teaching assistants and other agencies is carefully
considered by each class teacher when planning in order to ensure all pupils with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities continue to receive a broad and balanced curriculum. When
pupils are withdrawn in order to meet their Special Educational Needs, the class teacher will ensure
that this does not affect the pupil’s access to the full range of curriculum activities. Scaffolded support
will be provided in a range of ways, depending upon which is most appropriate.

Being a modern school the buildings, access and facilities are of a very high standard. The
Accessibility Plan details improvements to be made and standards to be maintained to ensure quality
of access.

All extra-curricular activities, provided by the school, are available to all children and will be suitably
differentiated and supported to ensure access for all. All educational visits (including residential trips)
are open to all children. Adult support and resources are made available to ensure that all children
can access these activities.

6. What is the expertise and training of staff? How are the teachers in school helped to work
with children with SEND and what training do they have?

The SENDCO’s job is to support the class teacher in planning for children with SEND. The school has
a training plan for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children including those with SEND.
This includes whole school training on SEND issues such as ASD, Dyslexia and Speech and
Language difficulties. Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside
agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class e.g. from Specialist Teaching
and Educational Teaching Service, Speech and Language Therapy.

7. How are children with SEND enabled to engage in activities with children who do not have
SEND?

We are committed to inclusion and expect all members of our school community to follow our REACH
values. Our REACH values and PSHE curriculum promote a culture of mutual respect, kindness and
an expectation that we all work together and support each other. All activities provided by the school,
are available to all children and will be suitably differentiated and supported to ensure access for all.
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8. What is in place to improve the emotional and social development of my child?

Wellbeing is a key aim in our school development plan. We are committed to supporting all children
to develop positive relationships and know how to express a range of emotions. Our curriculum is
designed to develop these skills. Each day health and wellbeing is promoted across school. During
the week there are daily mindfulness opportunities across school lead by staff and children in order to
promote positive health. The environment is designed to be nurturing and is decorated using neutral
colours. Each classroom has a space for quiet reflection and there are visual supports and equipment
to support children to regulate and communicate about their emotions. In addition, our team provide
tailored support with developing social and emotional development for children who require it. We
regularly provide opportunities for children to share how they feel and give their opinions about how
safe and happy they feel at school. We have a positive behaviour policy that sets out high
expectations for behaviour with a focus on positive relationships and restorative approaches. Staff
have high expectations for behaviour and these are taught through our REACH expectations.
Children are taught to show respectful attitudes towards each other and there are clear systems in
place to deal with instances where children have unkind or disrespectful to one another. In lessons
and assembly children are regularly reminded what bullying is and it is made clear that is not
accepted at Clover Leys Spencer Academy.

Positive relationships between staff and children ensure a culture of openness with opportunities for
children to express concerns including those around bullying to adults in school.

9. What should | do if | have concerns or want to make a complaint about provision made for
my child?

If you have concerns about your child's progress you should speak to your child's class teacher
initially. If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not
making progress you should speak to the SENDCo. If you are still not happy you can get in touch
with Trust Central Team. The school’'s complaints policy sets out how to make a formal complaint and
can be found on the website.

10.How is Clover Leys Spencer Academy accessible to children with SEND?

The building is one floor. Disabled toilets are available in the main school building. We ensure that
equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. After school provision is
accessible to all children including those with SEND Extra-curricular activities are accessible for
children with SEND.

11. What arrangements are in place to support children with SEN who are looked after by the
local authority?

The designated teacher for children who are looked after by the local authority will work closely with
the SENDCo and local authority to ensure appropriate provision is put in place and reviewed
regularly.

12. What are the admission arrangements for children with SEN?
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We follow the admission process and procedures set out by Derbyshire LA. Children with an EHCP
will be considered a priority over other children. Please see the admissions policy for full details.

13. What is the Local Offer and where do | find it?
The local offer sets out what support and services are available for children and families with SEND.

It can be found at Derbyshire’s SEND Local Offer
Home - Derbyshire Local Offer

14. Related policies

Accessibility policy and access plan
Admissions policy

Equality and diversity policy
Behaviour Policy

Safeguarding and Child Protection
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